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PASTOR’'S MESSAGE

MEGAN FRYLING
Senior Pastor
pastor@bethlehemlutheran.net

People of Bethlehem,

This year during Lent, we're taking a look at
~ Sabbath and our personal and collective need for
it.
Not sure if you need sabbath time in your life?
Our poetry devotional lists some signs that you need more sabbath in
your life. See if any of these apply to you:
1: You don't have time for it. 2: You want to strengthen your relation-
ships. 3: You need more joy in your week (and in your life)! 4: You
want to participate in God's sevenfold Spirit of Jubilee. 5: You feel
fragmented, frenzied, or stressed. 6: You can't recall the last time you
and your loved ones really “rested”. 7: And hey, it's in the Ten Com-
mandments (right up there with ‘Thou shalt not murder”!).

I'm guessing that at least one of those applies to you! That means
that you would benefit from some intentional sabbath time this
season. Make it a regular practice once a week during Lent to set
aside either a day or a portion of a day to sabbath rest. Even if you

i i just choose one hour each week,
10 TIPS FOR A

it will make a difference! You can
[_] C){J D 5;—~BBJ—~TH make this a family practice and set
#] Unplug

aside your sabbath time all to-
gether or you can make a person-
al practice where you keep sab-
bath yourself in some way. It's a

ﬂ? Connect with people you love

*3  Getoutinto creation good idea to make it the same

#]  Avoid buying and selling day or same time frame every

#5  Light candles week so‘that it can become a reg-

#5  Enjoy simple, delicious food qlar hablt' WhO knows—you may
' find it so spiritually and personally

41 Make some music (sing}) helpful that you continue the

#8  Make some silence practice even after Lent is over! At

#9 Make beautiful conversation the very least, try ou:c this practice

0 for this season and I'm sure that

End with gratitude - and go to bed early] you will notice a positive differ-
BOMNUS: Refrain from arguing, gossiping, and | €Nnce in your life.

problem-solving
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SUMMARY OF BETHLEHEM COUNCIL MINUTES — FEBRUARY, 2020

Marilyn Fursman, Secretary

ACTIONS:

—Voted to approve a proposal for landscape improvement (pending submission of a detailed plan)
by Dylan Yribe for his Eagle Scout project.

—Voted to add two new members, Sandra Burkhardt and Lynn Dalgleish.

—Heard decision of Worship & Music team to hold 2020 Christmas Eve services at 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.

—Heard and discussed the proposal of Twin Valleys Conference to establish a non-profit “parish” to be
supported financially and physically by member congregations (fees to be determined).

MINISTRY:

—Pr. Ittu called the first meeting of the new Visitation team on Feb. 13; assignments were made.

—Celebrated the baptism of Bryn and Shelby Andersen on Feb. 16 with cake and a basket of books.

—Fellowship: Connie Troe reported 75 people attended the Feb. 16 potluck luncheon for Bethlehem's
55th anniversary

—Pr. Fryling created a Facebook group for a new online Lenten poetry and scripture study beginning
Feb. 26.

—Book Club is on hiatus during Lent (through April 12).

—Youth & Education: In April, Nicole Hernandez-Liva is attending an info night for this year's VBS
program.

—MEFT: V.P. Janet Puchlik reported the Mission Endowment Fund Team will have $1,500 available to
further Bethlehem's mission.

MANAGEMENT:
—Status of Audio Visual system: Sound is 85% complete; video not finished.
—Status of back hallway remodel: Adding a bathroom and space to double for meetings, youth room
and teachers’ lounge. Estimated completion is 6 weeks. Furnishings will be needed.
—FPr. Megan Fryling will be on Continuing Education leave Feb. 18-23
—Pr. Ittu will be on vacation March 4-17.
—Pr. Ioan Ittu transitioned out of various administrative roles in an effort to keep to a 3/4 time schedule.
—Treasurer’s Report:
Jan. church offerings: $17,746 ($4,799 under budget).
Fiscal-Year-to-Date (August to August) church offerings are $11,299 under budget.
Jan. preschool income is $2,942 over budget.
Fiscal Year-to-Date preschool expenses (incl. food and teachers’ salaries): $35,220 over budget.

SCHEDULED EVENTS:

—Feb. 26, 7 p.m., Ash Wednesday with guest harpist.

—Mar. 4, 18, 7:15 p.m. Midweek Lenten Services featuring Jazz Vespers and supper at 6:30 p.m.

—Mar. 11, 25, 7:15 p.m. Holden Evening Prayer and supper at 6:30 p.m.

—Mar. 22, 2 p.m. Next Council meeting (note change to 4th Sunday).

—April 1, 7:15 p.m. Hosting Twin Valleys Conference congregations for a Hymn Sing and featuring Brian
Hiortdahl, pastor at Shepherd of the Valley, speaking on Sustaining Congregations.

—Apr. 9, 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday worship.

w w w . b e t h | e h e m | u t h e r a n . n e t
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Continued from page 2---

—Apr. 10, 7 p.m. Good Friday worship.
—Apr. 11 (time?) Conference Easter Vigil hosted by Shepherd of the Valley, 23838 Kittridge St., West

Hills, with joint choirs and launch of Twin Valleys Lutheran Parish with charter signing.
—Apr. 12,9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Easter Sunday worship with potluck and egg hunt at 10 a.m.

Join us for an online study

Bethlehem Lutheran Church « 12227 Balboa Blvd. Granada Hills, CA 91344
818.360.4777 « www.bethlehemlutheran.net

There’'s still time to join our online discussion and study of poetry and sabbath rest!

Spend time with God through poetry and discussion of the SALT Project weekly devotional
“Wendell Berry and the Sabbath Poetry of Lent. In this Lenten devotional, biblical texts walk
hand-in-hand with Berry’s sabbath vision of the natural world, and together they suggest simple,

accessible practices you can try yourself, with family or friends, or with the congregation.

Go to this website to join the Facebook discussion and find out more:
shorturl.at/fpV45
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MusiIc NOTES

VICENTE DITTO

Senior Music Minister

vicenteditto@bethlehemlutheran.net

Lenten midweek services have begun with Holden Evening Prayer and Jazz Vespers sched-
uled on Wednesdays through March. Looking to the future, Easter Sunday will consist of
two identical blended services featuring a string quartet. Our summer concert is scheduled for Sunday
June 14th at 4 pm. Join us for an afternoon of performances from our various ensembles and soloists
with all proceeds being donated to NoHo Home Alliance.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC

GREG IMLAY
WORSHIP & MusiC CHAIR
worshipandmusic@bethlehemlutheran.net

TV MONITORS AND SOUND SYSTEM PRESENTATION COMING IN MARCH!

Look for details on a meeting coming later in March where the worship and music team share plans for
our sound system and adding video/ tv monitors in the sanctuary to enhance the worship experience.
We're excited about what's possible and want to solicit feedback. In the meantime, email any sugges-
tions to Greg Imlay, Worship and Music Councilmember, at worshipandmusic@bethlehemlutheran.net.

FELLOWSHIP

CONNIE TROE
FELLOWSHIP CHAIR
fellowship@bethlehemlutheran.net

Bethlehem enjoyed the beautiful sunshine while delighting in music, food, and fellowship at the 55th an-
niversary celebration. There was also an opportunity to enjoy all of that while sitting in the shade. Thank
you to the Bethlehem Women of the ELCA who bought two large umbrellas. Funds for the umbrellas
were earned at the Bethlehem boutique held last November.

SIMPLE SUPPERS FOR LENT é;

(
We will gather for simple suppers on Wednesday evenings during Lent.

Three to four volunteers are needed each week to prepare a Simple N““N ESDAII

Supper for up to forty people. To volunteer, sign-up on the sheet on the PN I G HT

small table located in the back of the church. Find a friend or two and
volunteer together or sign-up and meet someone new. If you need

additional information, contact Connie Troe.
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ScHooL NEwsS

SANDRA VALDIVIA
Preschool Co-Director
preschool@bethlehemlutheran.net

Awesomeness Ahead!

Grandparents & Grandfriends Day on is on Mon-
day, March 2! We're looking forward to celebrat-
ing Dr. Seuss’ Birthday with all of you! Please be
sure to RSVP with the school office at 818-368-
6947.

Our Spring See's Candy Fundraiser is scheduled
for March 2-18. GET IT WHILE IT'S HOT!!!! First
place winners will get a $50 Amazon gift card.
Every child that sells $100 or more will be part of
our "Popsicle Party” on Friday, April 3, 2020.

It's almost time for our Spring fundraiser! Be
sure to mark your calendar for March 28 from
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for our annual Waffle
Breakfast Fundraiser. There will be an Easter egg
hunt, waffles, bacon, raffles, music and a bounce
house. Join us for the festivities! Pre-sale tickets
are $12 and $15 at the door. If you are available
to help, it is a/ways appreciated.

Summer registration starts March 2 and Fall regis-
trations starts April 6 for in house candidates! We
already have a public wait list, please do not de-
lay!

Respectfully,

Sandra Valdivia

SCOUT SUNDAY

Thanks to the scouts from Troop 104 and scouts —
Kiera Nusbaum, Dylan Yribe, Charlotte Cross, Han-
nah Carlson, Shea, Ryan Yribe, and Gavin Carl-
son. The scouts and their leaders were prompt,
respectful and helped with the worship service
and refreshments. It was wonderful to see so
many dedicated leaders and scouts at our worship
service.

ANNUAL BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER

Saturday, March 28:

Please mark your calendars for our annual breakfast
fundraiser, which is ;
always a ton of fun!
Once again there
will be delicious
food, plus an Easter
egg hunt and other
activities. More in-
formation on ticket
sales will come
closer to the event.

We are also in search of donations for raffle

Prizes. If you or someone you know owns a local
business that could work with us in this way, please
reach out to me or to the school office. This would
be a great way to show

support for the

community and

also advertise to the families who attend the event.
Any leads would be greatly appreciated.

LENT

Midweek Lenten Events: Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
worship beginning at 7:15 p.m. with Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday services being at 7 p.m.

)
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HELP OUR NEIGHBORS

God's call is a call to love our neighbors and to serve one another. In light of God's call and in realization
of the needs of the less fortunate, Bethlehem women are gathering in Chandler Hall on Saturday, March
14th, 9:30 - 11:30, to make no-sew blankets to be donated to Lutheran Social Services and Hope Gar-
dens. Enjoy a short devotion, morning snacks, and fellowship as we answer God'’s call to meet the needs
of others. Bring a sharp scissors. Join us and bring a friend.

THANK YOU!

Thanks to all of you,

The celebration of Bethlehem’s 55th anniversary was a great success. The food was plenty and delicious.
The decorations were beautiful. The sermon was great. The music was lovely. The photos, slide show,
newsletters, directories, and history overview were great. The banner was terrific.

How fun to have two baptisms on the same day and twin girls!
Those new umbrellas for shade were very nice too!

Thanks to everyone who helped set up and clean up---lots of work, but lots of hands makes it
easier. Special thanks to: Evelyn, Pastor, Donna Ophus, Ruth Irwin, Ron Kraus, Paul St. Michel, Jan
Maseda, Connie Troe, and Cynthia Centeno.

Beverly Compton

NEWS FROM OUR SPONSORED MISSIONARIES "

Your support makes a world of difference!

To help your congregation fulfill its covenant sponsorship, give directly through
your church. You can include your missionary support donation in your weekly
offering just indicate on your offering envelope how much is being contributed T
to the missionaries.
Read more about what they're up to in Tanzania on their blog at https.//
mcintz.wordpress.com/

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

If you would like to stay in touch and get updates of events happening at Bethlehem, please visit
www.facebook.com/BethlehemGranadaHills and like us!

Also, check out our preschool Facebook page at www.facebook.com/bethlehemlutheranschool.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIBLE STUDY

Women are invited to attend a Gather Bible Study either on Tue., Feb 11th at 11 a.m. at the church in
Chandler Hall or at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18th, at the home of Judy Cave. We Are Called! is a 4-
session series. This one is the second session which explores how do we answer the call of God. We will
look into the New Testament to reflect on being called by Jesus. Gather magazines (January and
February are in the same one) are available in the church office.

Remember to bring your sack lunch at 11:00 a.m. Beverages and dessert will be provided.

All women are welcome! For more information contact Dianne Tillman at (818) 363-5951.

ADULT EDUCATION MEETING
March 17 at 12:30 p.m. at Bethlehem.

The Adult Education Committee meets the third Tuesday of every month. Members are needed!

YOUTH NEwWS
JENNIFER ADKISON

g youthdirec-
¥y tor@bethlehemlutheran.net

Sunday, March 15 we will be seeing the movie
"I Still Believe" about the life of musician Jeremy
Camp. We will meet at the Northridge Pacific
Theater. Time to be announced.

A service project is currently in the works. Hope-
fully it will come together soon so that we can
start it before the end of March.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

Sunday, March 1 — 2:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Shepherd of the Valley
23838 Kittridge St., West Hills, CA 91307
Whole Group: Grace; The Word
Home Group: Doubt

Sunday, March 29 — 2:00 p.m.-4:41 p.m.

Central, Van Nuys

6425 Tyrone VE., Van Nuys, CA 91401
Whole Group: Two Kingdoms; D'Evil
Home Group: (Bondage of the Will)

STUDENT ART EXHIBIT

Katie Nakata, of Bishop Alemany High School, has artwork (below, right) that's being shown at
the art galleries of The Cathedral of our Lady of Angels for the 8th Annual Robert Graham Memorial
Student Art Exhibit. Her acrylic on canvas board piece is entitled “Forest Wonderland” and will be on

display through April. She wrote:

"I feel one with God when I am in nature. Many of the trees in
this forest have been there for many years and it brings me
comfort knowing they will be there the next time I go camp-
ing and for many more years. For me, the forest symbolizes
God's strength and that no matter what is happening in my
life, at home, in the forest, or in the school hallway., God is

always with me.”
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CONGRATUATIONS TO NANCY HALL: THE DOWN SYNDROME
ASSOCIATION OF LOS ANGELES VISION AWARD HONOREE

F: Nancy Hall was born and raised in Reading, Pennsylvania where she re-
ceived all her education. For the next 18 years, she worked in various hospi-
| tals and laboratories in Wilmington, DE, Pasadena, CA and finally Woodland
o Hills, CA. Since childhood, she has always been involved in church activities,
in preparation for her work with DSALA.
: She married Clarence Hall in 1957 and his job in the chemical field
and finally the pharmaceutical field, moved them cross country three times,
| finally landing in Northridge, CA in 1974.

In May of 1976, she and Clarence were blessed with a beautiful
daughter, Andrea, diagnosed with Down syndrome at birth. Valley Presby-
terian Hospital directed them to the Down’s Syndrome Parents Group
(eventually became DSALA) and they began attending their monthly meetings at Children’s Hospital where
they experienced the support of other parents. The group had been organized the previous year and incorpo-
rated just before Andrea was born. So, a wonderful mother became their peer counselor, taking Nancy to the
Early Intervention Program that Andrea joined immediately giving her an excellent early developmental start.
Lifelong friendships were begun for both Andrea and her parents.

A sister, Anita, born in 1978, proved to be a further training opportunity and a life-long friendship for
both girls. When Anita was 3, Nancy agreed to join the board of the parents’ group, eventually becoming its
President. At that point there were many things the group wanted to begin and felt that the best way would
be to have someone specifically working on them. Nancy was appointed, working one day a week- out of her
house. Later, a parent, provided a small (dusty, furniture-making space for the group. Thanks to some won-
derful fundraisers they were able to rent larger and larger offices and increase the Director’s time to five days
a week.

During the 15 years that Nancy served as Director, she organized the office, developed a library, which
she took to the monthly meetings in the L.A. area. With the assistance of many wonderful friends, there were
ongoing peer counselor training sessions and several very successful family conferences titled “The Six Stages
of Down Syndrome” which provided information to all age groups. She also presented to medical groups,
high school and college classes. She held a workshop on DSALA’s peer counseling service at an annual meet-
ing of the National Down Syndrome Congress and facilitated several programs in L.A. for the National Down
Syndrome Society, including the annual Buddy Walk. Walk. Some of her most successful fundraisers included
celebrities from the Star Trek television series.

Retiring in 2001, after 25 years with the organization , Nancy shifted her energy to her church. At St.
Stephen'’s Lutheran Church, she served as Council president, education chair, assisting minister and Grace
Notes bell ringer. She also produced the monthly newsletter, kept up the church calendar and coordinated
rental of the facility. She also enjoys zumba, games, her hiking group and her book club.

Nancy recently accepted a leadership role again in DSALA and was very happy to receive a grant from
the proceeds of the sale of the St. Stephen’s property. It is being used to renew the peer counselor training
program. She is grateful that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has shown an interest in supporting DSALA and
provided space for the annual Christmas dinner and dance for its 50 members.
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NEWS FROM LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

We get lots of phone calls at LSS every day asking for services. We are noticing a trend in the last several
months of women, mostly seniors, living in their cars and looking for affordable housing. Some have lost
their homes due to unfortunately circumstances (the long-term care of a loved one, loss of a job) some
have lots their apartments because of a sharp increase in rent or the sale of their buildings to developers
who move everyone out, and some have been homeless for quite a while. With Safe Parking LA, some of
these women at least have a safe place to go to at night. F or the last several months, there has been no
affordable housing with any of our city or state agencies, and no funds available for even a few nights at
a hotel. For families, it is the same scenario but for some city agencies, if you are part of a family, you
have a much better chance of finding some affordable housing. It's a very complicated and vexing (read
annoying, frustrating and worrisome) situation. Imagine being over 65 or 70 with no home except your
car.

Thoughts for our religious community here in the San Fernando Valley?

Due to the grant we received late last year from Bethlehem/St. Stephen’s, we were once again able to
help a single mom with a baby with her utility bill. Her utilities had already been shut off, but we were
able to get them back on and also pay a portion of her bill. She came in last week and did not know we
were also a food pantry and clothing closet, so she was able to get lots of food and almost brand new
baby clothes, blankets, diapers and wipes for her son (who was just so cute with an unbelievable head of
hair!) We were also able to help a single man in a wheelchair with his gas bill this month, thanks again to
this grant.

We've had a fun month hosting 30 6™ through 8" graders and 25 9" through 12" graders at LSS for
their annual service hours. They were all from a Christian school and they have worked at LSS the last 3
years. They put together hygiene kits, organize our food pantry, hang clothes, wash housewares, paint,
flyer the neighborhood and many other tasks during the two days they were there. We really appreciate

them and their energy! Blessings and thanks for all you do for LSS.

Jan Maseda

¥ LUTHERAN
= SOCIAL SERVICES

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA




PAGE 10

MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST

Join us on March 4th at Coco’s Restaurant in
Mission Hills at 7:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship.
Men of all ages are welcome.

PASTORAL CARE

If you would like a pastoral care visit from one of
our pastors, please contact the church office and let
us know. (818) 360-4777.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PODCAST!

Get each week's sermon and a musical selection
delivered to your phone. You can find our podcast
on any smartphone or computer through either the
Spotify app or Spotify.com by searching for
“Bethlehem Granada Hills".

You will see our logo with a set
of headphones on it. To have the
podcast automatically sent to
you when a new one comes out,
just click “subscribe” on iTunes.

IQI

Bethlehem

LUTHERAN

PODCAST

Book CLuUB

Book Club is taking a break during the Lenten
season so that everyone can enjoy and the
Wednesday evening meal and worship during Lent.

WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE

If you see an empty spot on the worship leader
schedule and you're able to fill in, please call the
church office at (818) 360-4777. You can serve one
time or be put on a monthly rotation. Thank you.

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

1 Richard & Lisa Chow (2008)

6 Ron & Susan Van Deest (1965)

11 Pete & Edelgard Pedersen (1961)
19 Bud & Gale Gundersen (1983)
20 Dwayne & Sue Schmidt (1975)
24 Gerry & Janet Puchlik (1973)

29 Randy & Jonelle Miller (1969)

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

i by
SO

1 Fred Ophus

2 Kim Kalusa

4 Robert Yribe

5 Zoey Andrews

6 Elizabeth Sanderson
7 Dylan Yribe

8 Travis Kalusa

8 Dorothy Paulson
9 Ryan Andrews

9 Edward Litke

9 Bettina Rainey
10 Genevieve Cook
11 Beverly Compton
11 Georgia Fisher
14 Paige Gleason
16 Cordelia Cross
22 Jerry Sitko

22 Kyler Nusbaum
24 Suzanne Recer
23 Steve Nakata
24 Laura Watson
25 Alaine Bartus
26 David Smifnoff
27 Arlene Brooks
27 Gavin Carlson
27 Nancy Hall

STATISTICS

January offering: $17,746; Budget: $22,545
December offering: $28,257; Budget: $22,545
Actual YTD: $98,638; Budget YTD: $112,725

Attendance:

February average at 9 a.m.: 47
February average at 11 a.m.: 70
One service Feb. 16: 156

Ash Wednesday: 53

January average at 9 a.m.: 44
January average at 11 a.m.: 67
One service Jan. 26-117
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 9 & 11AM Worship 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:10AM Sunday School |5PM Bell Choir 7:30AM Men's Brkfast | 6:15PM Ensemble
12:30PM Remembering 6:00PM Lenten Service | 7PM Faith Choir
Your Story Class
8 9&11AM Worship |9 10 11 12 13 14
10:10AM Sunday School |5PM Bell Choir 10:15AM Adult Study | 5:45PM Children's
10:15AM Home Group 6:00PM Lenten Service | Choir
12:30PM Remembering 6:15PM Ensemble
Your Story Class 7PM Faith Choir
15 9 & 11AM Worship |16 17 18 19 20 21
10:10AM Sunday School |5PM Bell Choir 11AM WELCA 10:15AM Adult Study 5:45PM Children's
12:30PM Remembering Bible Study @BLC |4:30PM Fellowship Choir
Your Story Class Team Mtg 6:15PM Ensemble
2PM Whole Group @ St. 6:00PM Lenten Service | 7PM Faith Choir
Matthew's
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9 & 11AM Worship 5PM Bell Choir 12:30 PM Adult 10:15AM Adult Study 5:45PM Children's
10:10AM Sunday School Ed Team Mtg 6:00PM Lenten Service | Choir
12:15PM Sunday Forum 4PM WELCA Bible 6:15PM Ensemble
2PM Council Meeting Study @ Judy's 7PM Faith Choir
29 9 & 11AM Worship |30 31 April 1 2 3 4
10:10AM Sunday School | 5PM Bell Choir 7:30AM Men's Brkfast | 5:45PM Children's

10:15AM Adult Study | Choir

6:00PM Lenten Service | 6:15PM Ensemble

7PM Faith Choir

MARCH WORSHIP LEADER SCHEDULE

WORSHIP SCHEDULE WILL BE EMAILED OUT DURING THE
FIRST WEEK OF MARCH.

WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE DELAY.

THANK YOU!




Lent Midweek Services:

Dinner at 6:30 and service beginning at 7:15 p.m.
March 4: Jazz Vespers

March 11: Holden Evening Prayer

March 18: Jazz Vespers

March 25: Holden Evening Prayer

April 1: Hymn Sing & presentation on sustaining
congregations by Rev. Brian Hiortdahl. Joined by
local ELCA congregations, we will reflect upon our
calling to collaborative ministry as part of the Twin
Valleys Lutheran Parish.

LEN

Sabbath Time
with God

Holy Week
April 9: Maundy Thursday, 7 p.m.

April 10: Good Friday, 7 p.m.
April 11: Easter Vigil & launch of Twin Valleys Lutheran

Parish with charter signing. Hosted by Shepherd of the ' '
Valley. 23838 Kittridge St., West Hills, CA 91307
April 12: Easter Sunday

Identical blended worship with string quartet at 9
a.m. and 11 a.m.
There will be a potluck brunch and an egg hunt between services.

N 4

Bethlehem
LUTHERAN
CHURCH & SCHOOL

12227 Balboa Blvd., Granada Hills, CA 91344



